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“Picture Indiana Jones as a mathematician . . .  
This is a remarkable memoir, one unlikely to find its 

match in the diversity of experiences it describes.  
Hill is a master storyteller.”

—Mathematical Association of America

“Ted Hill’s captivating memoir reveals an intriguing character who is part Renaissance Man,  
part Huckleberry Finn. Fast-paced and often hilarious . . . [Hill] provides penetrating and impious 

insights  into some of our more revered institutions.” 

—Rick Atkinson, three-time Pulitzer Prize winner, author of The Liberation Trilogy

In PUSHING LIMITS: Memoir of a Maverick from 
Soldier to Scholar, Ted Hill challenges the myth 
that mathematicians lead dull and ascetic lives. It 
recounts his unique odyssey from Army officer to 
globetrotting research mathematician. This is the tale 
of an academic career as noteworthy for its offbeat 
adventures and questioning of authority as for its 
teaching and research accomplishments. Hill’s book 
is packed with energy, humor, and suspense, both 
physical and intellectual. Anyone who is curious 
about how a maverick mathematician thinks, who 
wants to relive the zanier side of the ’60s and ’70s, or 
who wants an armchair journey into the third world 
will be drawn to this book. 

AUDIOBOOK COMING  SOON!

Ted Hill is Professor Emeritus of Mathematics at 
Georgia Tech, a Distinguished Graduate of West Point’s 
Class of 1966, and a former Army Ranger and Vietnam 
War veteran who bucked the odds to earn a PhD in 
mathematics from Berkeley. He has lectured in four 
languages around the world and is well known for his 
research in probability, especially Benford’s law. He is 
currently at work on a mathematical theory for the oval 
shapes of beach stones, as well as several more books, 
including one on his adventures in hitchhiking.
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